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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Richard D. McGaughey 



March 24, 2004 



Serial No. 10/676,769 



Group Art Unit: 3624 



Filed: 10/01/2003 



Confirmation No.: 7891 



For: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR SHARING REVENUE ASSOCIATED WITH 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION INFORMATION 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 

Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examination Policy 

BOX DAG 

Washington. DC 20231 



PETITION FOR CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT UNDER MPEP 1002(b)(27) 



. Applicant filed United States Provisional Application No. 60/415,335 (the '335 
provisional application) on October 1, 2002 as noted on the Certificate of Mailing. 
Exhibit A to Bergin Affidavit. Applicant then filed United States Patent Application No. 
10/676,769 (the '769 application) on October 1, 2003, the one year anniversary of the 
filing of the '335 provisional application as noted on the Filing Receipt. Exhibit B to 
Bergin Affidavit. The first line of the specification of the '769 application properly claims 
the priority of the '335 provisional application. Exhibit Cto Bergin Affidavit. 

Applicant's attorneys received a filing receipt dated December 24, 2003 that 
incorrectly failed to list anything under the category "Domestic Priority data as claimed 
by applicant." Exhibit B to Bergin Affidavit. Applicant's attorney recognized this 



Facts: 
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problem and filed an initial Request for a Corrected Filing Receipt as directed by the 
Office of Initial Patent Examination. Exhibit D to Bergin Affidavit. 

On January 21 , 2004, applicant was then mailed a Response incorrectly stating 
"The application (s) to which priority is claimed were filed over a year prior to the filing 
date of this application. Therefore, the referenced application(s) cannot be claimed as 
domestic or foreign priority. 60/415,335 filing date 10/01/02." Exhibit E to Bergin 
Affidavit. Obviously, the 769 utility application was filed on the anniversary of the filing 
date of the '335 provisional application, thus entitling it to the October 1 , 2002 priority 
date and the matter should have been appropriated concluded with the issuance of a 
corrected filing receipt. 

Applicant submitted a Second Request for Connected Filing Receipt on February 
26, 2004. Exhibit F to Bergin Affidavit. In a bizarre twist, applicant's request was again 
denied, this time on the grounds that: "[t]he filing date of a parent application cannot be 
changed by this request. A petition to correct the filing date in the parent application is 
required. 60/415,335 Filing Date 9/30/02." Exhibit G to Bergin Affidavit. As an initial 
matter, the filing date of the '335 provisional application is 10/1/02. Secondly, the 
applicant never requested that the filing date of the '335 provisional application be 
changed. 
Requests: 

1 . Therefore, based on the above, applicant respectfully suggests that both 
responding officials were in error in denying applicant's request for a corrected filing 
receipt and that applicant be granted a corrected filing receipt listing the '335 provisonal 
application under the Domestic Priority section. 
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In the event the filing date of the '335 provisional application is not 



10/1/02, as shown in Exhibit A, applicant requests a copy of the filing receipt or any 



other proof by the Office that 10/1/02 is not the correct filing date of the '335 provisional. 



3. 



Applicant also requests a refund of the entire petition fee based on error 



by the Patent Office under 35 U.S.C. § 376(b) and 37 C.F.R. § 1.26 in denying the 



request for a corrected filing receipt. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Richard D. McGaughey, Applicant 



B y Z^^;^ ^. 



Joseph S. Heino 
Reg. No. 31,524 , 
DAVIS & KUELTHAU, s.c. 
1 1 1 E. Kilbourn Ave., Ste. 1400 
Milwaukee, Wl 53202-1633 
(414) 225.1452 



Patrick M. Bergin 

Reg. No. 54,994 

DAVIS & KUELTHAU, s.c. 

1 1 1 E. Kilbourn Ave., Ste. 1400 

Milwaukee, Wl 53202-1633 

(414) 225-7563 
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the date shown below. 
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Date 
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This collection of infomnation is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 3'5 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete. Including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infomnation Officer. U.S. Patent and 
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In re Application of: 

Richard McGaughey 

For: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR SHARING REVENUE ASSOCIATED WITH 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION INFORMATION 



"Express Mail" label number: EV290190915US 
Date of Deposit: March 24, 2004 



I hereby certify that the attached Transmittal Form (1 page), Petition for 
Corrected Filing Receipt Under MPEP 1002(b)(27) (2 pages), Affidavit of Patrick M. 
Bergin with Exhibits A through G (1 5 pages), and return postcard is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service 
under 37 CFR 1 .10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, Mail Stop Petition, P.O. 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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N THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Richard D. McGaughey 



March 24, 2004 



Serial No. 10/676,769 



Group Art Unit: 3624 



Filed: 10/01/2003 



Confirmation No.: 7891 



For: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR SHARING REVENUE ASSOCIATED WITH 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION INFORMATION 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 

Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examination Policy 

BOX DAG 

Washington, DC 20231 



1. I, Patrick M. Bergin, am an attorney registered to practice before the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office. IVIy Registration Number is 54,994. 

2. Exhibit A is a copy of the Provisional Application for Patent Cover Sheet 
that accompanied Provisional Application No. 60/415,335. 

3. Exhibit B is a copy of the Filing Receipt for United States Patent 
Application No. 10/676,769 (the '769 application) received by applicant. 

4. Exhibit C is a copy of the first page of the specification of the '769 
application as filed by the applicant. 

5. Exhibit D is a copy of the Request for Corrected Filing Receipt for the '769 
application, filed on January 12, 2004. 
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6. Exhibit E is a copy of the Response to Request for Corrected Filing 
Receipt. 

7. Exhibit F is a copy of the Second Request for Conrected Filing Receipt. 

8. Exhibit G is a copy of the Response to the Second Request for Corrected 
Filing Receipt. 

Dated March 2i/. 2004 




Reg. No. 31,524 
DAVIS & KUELTHAU. s.c. 
111 E. Kilbourn Ave., Ste. 1400 
Milwaukee, Wl 53202-1633 
(414) 225.1452 



Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
c^V^ day of March, 2004. 



Notary Public, St 
My Commission: 
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check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt If an 
error IS noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to the Office of Initial Patent Examination's Filinq 
Receipt Corrections, facsimile number 703-746-9195. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit 
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply 
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if 
appropriate). * 



Applicant(s) 
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APPLICATION FOR UNITED STATES PATENT 



SPECIFICATION 

5 

METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR SHARING REVENUE ASSOCIATED 
WITH NEGATIVE COLLECTION INFORMATION 

10 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/415,335, filed 
10/1/2002. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

15 The present invention relates in general to computer systems and, in particular, to 

methods and apparatus for electronically reporting credit information and for sharing revenue 
associated with negative collection information. The uploaded information is automatically 
tallied and reported via a computer that is configured to provide up-to-date, on demand 
information to a collection information supplier any time. 

20 

BACKGROUND 

Often, when a person or company is extended financial credit and that credit is in default, 
the matter is turned over to a collection agency for resolution. Typically, the collection agency 
25 reports this "negative" credit information to a credit bureau once a month on a magnetic tape. 
However, most collection agencies are under no legal or financial obligation to report the 
negative collection information to the credit bureau. The credit bureau stores negative collection 
information collected from hundreds of collection agencies in a database. 

For a fee, subscribers to the database may access the negative collection information. 
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States Patent and Trademark Office 
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Joseph S. Heino 

Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 

App. No. : 10/676.769 Inventor: Richard D. McGaughey 

Confirmation No.: 7891 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission, or this certificate 
must identify each submitted paper. 

Documents: Request for Corrected Filing Receipt with attachments. 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.8. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.8 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer. U.S. Patent and 
Trademarl( Office. U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-970-9199 and select option 2. 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of 



Richard D. McGaughey 



January 12, 2004 



Serial No. 10/676,769 



Group Art Unit: 3624 



Filed: 10/01/2003 



Confirmation No.: 7891 



For: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR SHARING REVENUE ASSOCIATED WITH 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION INFORMATION 



Commissioner of Patents 

Office of Initial Patent Examination's Filing Receipt Connections 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 
FAX: (703) 746-9195 



REQUEST FOR CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT 

The above-referenced application was filed on 10/1/2003 claiming the benefit of 
U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/415,335 filed on 10/1/2002, as refenred to in the first 
page of the present application, a copy of which is attached to this document as well a 
copy of the original filing receipt. Applicant respectfully requests issuance of a 
corrected filing receipt in accordance with that priority claim. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Richard D. McGaughey, 



JoseplVS. Heino 
Reg. rjl). 31.524 

& KUELTHAU. s.c. 
ri1 E. Kilbourn Ave., Ste. 1400 
Milwaukee, Wl 53202-1633 
(414)225-1452 

Patrick M. Bergin 
Provisional Reg. No. P54,994 
111 E. Kilbourn Ave., Ste. 1400 
Milwaukee, Wl 53202-1633 
(414) 225-7563 
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Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington. DC SCii'Ji 
wvA« uspto.gov 



I APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(c) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT \ ATT Y. DOCKET NO/TITLE | 

10/676,769 10/01/2003 Richard D. McGaughey 13133.20613 
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Date Mail 



RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT 
Domestic Continuity and Foreign Priority 



In response to your request for a corrected Filing Receipt, the Office is unable to comply with the 
request because: 

The priority or continuity claim has not been entered because it was not filed during the 
I I required time period. Applicant may wish to consider filing a petition to accept an 
unintentionally delayed claim for priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78. 

Continuity claimed under 35 U.S.C. § 120 cannot be added to the Filing Receipt without the 
I I applicant supplying the relationship (continuation, divisional, or continuation-in-part) in an 
Application Data Sheet or amendment to the first page of the specification. 

□ A claim for priority cannot be made based on an application filed after the application making 
the claim. 

Domestic benefit and foreign priority claims will not be captured in a provisional application. 
I I A provisional application is not entitled to a right of priority or to the benefit of an earlier filing 
date of any other application. See 35 U.S.C. § 111(b)(7) and 37 CFR 153(c)(4). 

□ A domestic continuity claim cannot be made to a foreign application and the filing receipt will 
only list the foreign country, application number, and filing date. 

□ Foreign priority will appear on the Filing Receipt in the following order: 
Country, Application number, Filing date. 



□ This application is the result of a conversion from a provisional application. Priority based 
on such application cannot be made since it no longer exists as a provisional application. 

The application(s) to which priority is claimed were filed over a year prior to the filing 
fx] date of this application. Therefore, the referenced application(s) cannot be claime^s 

EXHIBIT 




domestic or foreign priority. 60/415,335 filing date 10/01/02 



To change the benefit claim of a U.S. prior-filed application, applicant must amend the first 
I I sentence of the specification (if the benefit claim is referenced in the specification), or provide 
a supplemental application data sheet (ADS) (if the benefit claim was submitted in an ADS), 
with the desired benefit claim. Note that once a benefit claim is deleted, applicant will not be 
able to claim such prior-filed application again, if the above-identified application was filed on 
or after November 29. 2000. 

To change a foreign priority claim, applicant must submit a supplemental oath or declaration 
I I (if the priority claim is referenced in the oath or declaration), or a supplemental application 
data sheet (ADS) (if the priority claim was submitted in an ADS), with the desired priority 
claim. If a supplemental ADS is submitted, any deletions should be shown with strikeouts. 
Note that once a priority claim is deleted, applicant will not be able to claim such foreign 
application again, if the above-identified application was filed on or after November 29, 2000. 
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To: Office of Initial Examination 
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Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transnnitted to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Offi(ce 




Joseph Heino 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 
App. No. :10/676,769 Inventor: Richard D. McGaughey 

Confirmation No.: 7891 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission, or this certificate 
must identify each submitted paper. 

Documents: Second Request for Corrected Filing Receipt with attachments. 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.8. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.8 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

tfyou need assistance in completing the form, call l-BOO-PTO-BIBS and select option 2. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of 



Richard D. McGaughey 



February 26, 2004 



Serial No. 10/676,769 



Group Art Unit: 3624 



Filed: 10/01/2003 



Confirmation No.: 7891 



For: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR SHARING REVENUE ASSOCIATED WITH 
NEGATIVE COLLECTION INFORMATION 



Commissioner of Patents 

Office of Initial Patent Examination's Filing Receipt Corrections 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
FAX: (703) 746-9195 



The above-referenced application was filed on 10/1/2003 claiming the benefit of 
U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/415,335 filed on 10/1/2002. as refen-ed to in the 
attached Response to Request for Corrected Filing Receipt. The applicant respectfully 
disagrees with the conclusion reached by the Office to the effect that the application to 
which priority is claim "^vas filed over a year prior to the filing date of this application." 

Referencing §201. 04(b) of the Sixth Edition of the Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure (Revised July 1997) by way of example, the following statement is made: 



Similariy, referencing § 201 .04(b) of the Eighth Edition of the Manual of Patent 
Examining Procedure (Revised February 2003), the following less direct statement is 
made: 



SECOND REQUEST FOR CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT 



For example, if a provisional application was filed on June 
28, 1996, the last day of pendency of the provisional 
application under 35 U.S.C. 111(b)(5) is June 28, 1997. 
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For example, if a provisional application was filed on January 
15, 1999, the last day of pendency of the provisional 
application under 35 U.S.C. 111(b)(5) and 35 U.S.C 
1 19(e)(3) is extended to January 18, 2000 (January 15, 2000 
is a Saturday and Monday, January 17, 2000 is a Federal 
holiday and therefore, the next succeeding business day is 
Tuesday, January 18, 2000). A nonprovisional application 
claiming the benefit of the provisional application must be 
filed no later than January 18. 2000. 



In this last example, it is clear that, but for January 15, 2000 being a Saturday, 
the last day of pendency would be January 15, 2000. In the instant situation, the 
provisional application was filed on October 1, 2002. Accordingly, the last day of 
pendency of the provisional application under 35 U.S.C. 111(b)(5) is October 1, 2003. 
October 1 , 2003 is the date of filing of the instant application. Accordingly, the priority 
claim of October 1, 2002 should be reflected in the instant application. Correction is 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Richard D. McGaughey, 

> .■^\V- - 

>^osep\s. Heino 
/ Reg. Nd. 31,524 
/ DAVISA KUELTHAU. s.c. 
L IV^EfKilbourn Ave., Ste. 1400 

I^aukee, Wl 53202-1633 

(414)225-1452 

Patrick M. Bergin 

Reg. No. 54,994 

111 E. Kllbourn Ave., Ste. 1400 

Milwaukee, Wl 53202-1633 

(414) 225-7563 
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RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT 

Claims, Fees, and Inventors 



In response to your request for a con-ected Filing Receipt, the Office is unable to comply with the 
request because: 

The total number of claims appearing on the Filing Receipt does not include multiple 
I I dependent claims. The total fee appearing on the Filing Receipt includes the cost of multiple 
dependent claims that were present at the time the application was filed. 

The filing fee is correct. It may include additional claims fees and/or the surcharge under 37 
I I CFR 1 .16(e) for filing an oath/declaration or basic filing fee after the application filing date; or 
it may not reflect fees refunded to the applicant that were paid by mistake. 

The number of claims reflected on the filing receipt is conect. Upon review of the claims, it 
I I was found that there was a miscalculation by the applicant. This may be due to improperly 
presented multiple dependent claims, typographical error, misnumbering of the claims, or 
other oversight. An amendment may be necessary to correct the problem. 

I — I The filing fee reflected on the filing receipt is correct. Applicant may have miscalculated the 
' — ' fees due. 

Applicant calculated fees as other than small entity; however, applicant asserted small entity 
I I status in the application. Therefore, fees were applied as small entity and the remainder was 
refunded to the applicant. 

I — I The difference between the fees paid and the fees due was refunded to the applicant and will 
' — ' not be shown on the filing receipt. 



The inventor information may be truncated if the family name consists of more than 50 
□ characters (letters and spaces combined) and if the given name consists ^ll ^^e^ji^O 
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characters (letters and spaces combined). 



I I The inventor's residence allows for up to 40 characters (letters and spaces combined). 



The inventors residence will only include the city and state for U.S. residences or city and 
country for residences outside the U.S. (See MPEP 605.02). 

A petition to correct the inventorship is needed to mal^e this change. See 37 CFR 1 .48. For 
non-provisional applications, the petition should be directed to the Director of the examining 
group assigned to your application. 

Changes made after submission of an executed declaration to the inventor infonmation other 
than correction of typographical errors must be submitted in the fomri of a substitute 
declaration. Change of inventorship requires a petition under 37 CFR 1 .48. 

The number of drawings shown on the filing receipt reflects the number of drawing sheets 
submitted and is not necessarily equal to the number of figures submitted. 



The correspondence address was captured as directed by applicant on filing. If you wish 
correspondence to be directed otherwise, please submit a request for a change of address. 



I I The docket number allows a maximum of 25 characters. 



The person signing on behalf of the deceased inventor is reflected on the Filing Receipt as 
the legal representative. 

The filing date of a parent application cannot be changed by this request. A petition to correct 
the filing date in the parent application is required. 60/415,335 Filing Date 09/30/02 




